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ECCLES. IL 26 


For God giveth to a man that is yood in his ſight, 


wiſdom, knowledge, and joy. 


M245, H E N the Author of this Book, the 
Wilſeſt of Men, applied his heart to Chap.q.25127- 
know and to ſearch, to ſeek out wiſdom, 
and the reaſon ( or nature ) of things 3 
2 and ſummed up the Account of all, 
Article by Article, owe by one, tO 
find out the thread of Nature, and 
the Plann of its great Author ; tho his Soul ſought 
after it, yet the Riddle was too dark, he, even he, 
& could notdiſcoyerit: But one man among a thouſand 
he did find, and happy was he in that diſcovery, if 
among all the Thouſands that he knew, he found 
One counting Figure for ſo many Cyphers, which tho 
they encreaſed the Number, yet did not {well up the 
Account, but were ſo many Nothings, or leſs and 
worle than Nothings, according to his eſtimate of 


Men and T hings. 


We have reaſon rather to think, that by « Thouſand 
1s5to be meant a vaſt and indefinite number ; other- 
wiſe it mult be confeſſed that Solomon's \ge was in- 
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deed a Golden one, if it produced one Man, to 4 
Thouſand that carry only the name- and figure, but 
that do not anſwer the end and excellency of their 
being. 'I hedifferent Degrees and Ranks of Men, 
with relation to their inward powers and excellencies, 
is a {urprizing but melancholy Obſervation : Many 
{eem to have only a Mechanical Lite, as if there were 
a moving and ſpeaking Spring within them, equally 
void both of Reaſon and Goodneſs. The whole race 
of men is for ſo many yearsof Life, little better than 
encreaſing Puppits ; many are Children to their Lives 
end : The Soul does for a large portion of Life, fink 
wholly into the Body in that ſhadow of death, Sleep, 
that conſumes ſo much of cur rime ; the ſeveral di{- 
orders of the Body, the Blood and the Spirits, do ſo far 
ſubdue and maſter the Mind, as to make it think,aCt, 
and ſpeak according to the different ferments that 
are in the humours of the Body ; and when theſe 
ceaſe toplay, the Soul is able to hold its tenure no 
longer: all theſe are firange and amazing fpecula- 
tions ! and force one to cry out , Why did fuch a 
perfe&t Being make ſuch feeble and imperfe& Crea- 
tures? Wherefore haſt thou made all men in vain? The 
Secret is yet more aſtonithing, when the froward- 
neſs, the pride and ill-nature, the- ignorance, folly 
and fury that hang upon this poor flattered Crea- 


ture, are likewiſe brought into the Account. He 


that by all his obſervation, and excreaſe of knowledge, 
only encreaſeth ſorrow, while he ſees that what is want- 
ing cannot be numbred, and that which is crooked, cannot 
be made ftrai;ht, 1s tempted to go about, and with 
Solomon, to make bis heart to deſpair of all the labour 
wherein he has travelled. ; 


But 


—_——.hl — —___ molt GS. FAO A a. oa 


Pe -F; Fa 


of the Hon% Robert Boyle. 


But as there is a dark ſide of Humane Nature, ſo 
there is likewiſea bright one , The flights and compaſs 
of awakened Souls is no leſs amazing. The vaſt croud 
of Figures rhat lie ina very narrow corner ofthe Brain, 
which a gaod memory, and a lively imagination, can 
fetch out un great order, and with much beauty : The 
ſtrange reaches of the Mind in abſtracted Speculations, 
and the amazing progreſs that is made from ſome 
ſimple Truths into Theories, that are the admiration 
as well as the entertainment of the thinking part of 
mankind ; The fagacity of apprehending and judg- 
ing, even at the greateſt diſtance ; The elevation 
that is given to Senſe, and the Senſible pawers, by 
the invention of Inſtruments; and which is above 
all, the ſtrength that a few thoughts do ſpread into 
the mind, by which it is made capable of doing 
or {ufferin - & hardeſt things; the Life which they 
give, and the Calm which they bring, are all fo 
unaccountable, that take all together, a Man is a 
ſtrange huddle, of Light and Darkneſs, of Good 
and Evil, and of Wiſdom and Folly. The ſame 
Man, not to mention the difference that the feve- 
ral Ages of Life make upon him, feels himſelf in 
ſome minutes ſo different from what he is in the other 
parts of his Life, that as the one fly away with him 
into the tranſports of joy; ſo the other do no leſs 
ſink him into the depreſſions of ſorrow : He ſcarce 
knows. himſelf in the one, by what he was in the 
other: Upon all which, when one conſiders a Man 
both within and without , he concludes that he is 
both - wonderfully , and allo fearfully made : "That wn 
one ſide of him he is but a little lower than Angels; 


and 1n another, a liztle, a very little higher than —_— 
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But how aſtoniſhing ſoever this Speculation 
of the medly and contrariety in our compoſition 
may be, it contributes to raiſe our eſteem the high- 
er, of ſuch perſons as ſeem to have ariſen above , 
( if not all, yet) all the eminent frailties of hu- 
mane nature; that have uſed their Bodies only as 
Engines and Inſtruments to their Minds , withour 
any other care about them, but to keep them in 
good' caſe, fit for the uſes they put them to ; that 
have - brought their ſouls to a purity which can 
ſcarce appear Credible to thoſe who do not ima- 
gine that to be poſſible to another, which is ſo 
far out of their own reach ; and whoſe Lives have 
ſhined in a courſe of many years, with no more 
allay nor mixture, than what juſt ſerved to ſhew 
that they were of the ſame humane nature with 
others; who have lived in a conſtant contempt of 
Wealth , Pleaſure, or the Greatneſs of this World ; 
whoſe minds have been in as conſtant a purſuit 
of Knowledge, in all the ſeveral ways in which they 
could trace it; who have added new Regions of 
their own diſcoveries, and that in a vaſt variety ' 
to all that they had found made beſore them ; 
who have directed all their enquiries into Nature 
to the Honour of its grear Maker: And have 
joyned two things, that how much ſoever they 
may ſcem related, yet have been found fo. ſe!dom 
together , that the World has been tempted to 
think them inconſiſtent 3 A conſtant looking into 
Nature, and a yet more conſtant ſtudy of Re- 
I gion, and a Directing and improving of the 
one by the other; and who to adepth of Knowledg 
which often makes men moroſe, and'to a heighth of 


Piety 
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Piety, which too often makes them ſevere, have add- 
ed all the ſoftneſs of Humanity, and all Fol wel ee 
neſs of Charity,. an | oblig ing GN ker 

melting kindnels-: : when gn theſe do bh Bhe: 
perſon, and that in eminent degites, Wes OA, 
pretend that we have alſo made Solomon & obſervariby 
of ove man , but alas! the Age 1 is not p fuichy's of fiich, 
that we can add ope among athouſa 69g vc 

To ſuch a man the Foc VG: tr] Rub word: 
of my Text, dotruly agree, That, God giveth to Vihs 
that is good in his fight, Wiſdom, Knowled, aid Tey : 
The Text that is here before. us, does fo a! by '& to hs 
that T have read, that the Ap wry, Wilt Be Þd &ffis. 
that it wall be almoſt needleſs, after 1 have y Witte 
opencd it. 

A-man that is googin the ſight 0 God, 154 (CliaraQp' 
of great extent : Goodnels i is 1 ptoBlry 4þ hg Udit 
of the mind, ſhewiag , it ſelf ina  cout{e”'d FER 
Tranquility, of a conte ated ſtats of. Life; and Fl Vir. 
tuous and Generous Attions. A good Hain is one that 
conlklers wh arc. the ; be 9H Pri TE of, his N Ars 

nd the hig va Page 0 jv nd W Ty Fi 
the greateit, = the jb ga Pi thy hich: ate. 
and that likews ſatves er re the. ak NI Mo 
= depreſſion: the inward Fon 4 Hilertes 
which tend really, t9.1c ag pl ala 6 i pins £ Na 
that therefore incends 2: ob The Jy gl S if; 2 
the noblet Crus that lis 5 natures Mo bh Ar Fir M 
be z that renders Jnſelf as clean ; an gp : 3h: 
from deſigns; and: hang, as YE, A ah 
and plea 6a 6 j and alle hat. Viks th 2 vil: d al, 
the b yithat is as ou, eFan EA f ate, wf oy 
and good natured as he can 7p ibly 1 talks be APP to 
be. 
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be. This is the good man in my Text; that riſes as 
much as he can above his body, and above this world, 
above h1 ſenſes, and the impreſſions that ſenſible ob- 


es makg ypon him; thatthinks the greateſt and beſt 


thing he.can do, is tg@awaken and improve the ſeeds 
and capacities to. Vertue and Knowledg, that are in 
his nature; to raiſe thoſe to the. Nobleſt obje&s , 
to put them into the righteſt methoJ,and to keep them 
ever in tune and temper : and that with relation to 
the reſt of Mankind, conſiders himſelf as a Citizen 
of the whole world, and as. a piece of Humane Na- 
ture ; that enters into the concerns of as many pers 
ſons as come within his. Sphere, without the nar- 
rownels or partiality of meaner regards; that thinks 
he ought to extend his care and kindneſs as far as 
his capacity .can go; that ſtretches the Inſtances of 
this,. to the utmoſt corners of the earth, if occafion 
i5 given for it ; and that intends ro. make mankind 
the better, the wiſer, and the happier for 'him in 


the ſucceeding as well as in the preſent Genera- 
' . Ti 


£10N. 

This is.the ttuly Good man in God's fizht, who does 
not aQ a part, or'put on'a Mask; who is not for 
ſome time in' a conſtraint, till the deſign is compaſt; 
for which he put himſelf under that force ; but is 
truly and uniformly good, and is really a better man 
i0 ret than even he appears to be;' ſince all his 
defigns and projets: are worthy and great: #nd 
Nature, Actidents and Surprizes may be ſometimes 
too quick and too hard for him ; yet theſe cannot 
q ch his heart, nor change the ſerled meaſures of 

is life; which. are all pure and noble. - And tho 
the errors 'of this. good man's conduct may in ſore 
things 


ha. 
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try in2s give advantages to bad men, who are al ways 
1d, am cenſurers nm. his unſpeakable comfort is, That 
ob- he can make his ſecret Appeals to- God, who knows: 
eſt the whole of his heart as well as the whale of his 
eds life ; and tho here and there, things may be found 
'M_ * that look not quite ſo well, and that do 1ndeed oP» 
Sy pear worlt of all to himſelf, who refletts the oftenett, 
*M and thinks the moſt heinouſly of them yet by mea- 
ac ſuring Infinite Goodneſs with his own proportion of 
5 it, and by finding that hecan very gently paſs over 
Wa many and great defeCts in one whole principles and 
wy deſigns ſeem tobe all pure and good, he from that CON»' 
4- cludes, That thoſe allowances mult be yet infinitely 
ks reater, where the (GGoodnels 15 infiaite : ſo being al- 
a5 ſured within himſelf, that his vitals, 1s inward prin- 
of ciples, and the ſcheme and courſe of his life are good, 
0N he from thence raiſes an humble confidence ia him- 
nd ſelf, which tho it does not, as indeed it ought not, 
n free him from having ſtill low thoughts of him- 
"2 elf, yer it delivers himfromall diſpiriting fear and 
ſorrow, and gives him a firm confidence in the love 
2*S and goodneſsof God, out of whith he will often feel 
or an incredible ſource of ſatisfaCtion and joy, ſpring= 
|; ing up in his mind. A man who is thus good. zx 
5 the fight of God, has, as one may truly think, hap- 
an ypineſs enough within himſelf, But this is not all 
Us his reward, nor is it all turned over into a Rever- 
nd (on, We have here a fair particular given us, by 
ES one that dealt as much both in Wiſdom and Folly, 
ot  asever mandid; who runthe whole compals of plea- 
of ſure, buſineſs, and learning, with the freeſt range, and 
ho in the greatelt variety, and who by many :repeated : 
ne Experiments knew the ſtrong and the weak {idesof 
gs B 2 things ; 
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things : He then who had found the vanity, the 14- 
bour, the ſore travel, and the vexation of ſpirit, that 
was in all other things ; the many diſappointments 
that were given by them, and the painful refletions 
that did ariſe out of them fo ſenlibly, that they made 
him hate life for the ſake of all the labour that be- 
longed to it, and ever to make his heart deſpair of all 
the travel he had undergone, gives us in theſe words 
another view of: the efte&t of true Goodneſs, an4 of 
the happy conſequences that follow it. 

The firſt of theſe is Wiſdom, not the art of craft 
and. diſfumulation ; the cunning of deceiving or un- 
dermining others: not only. the views that ſome men 
may have of the ſprings of humane nature, and the 
art of turning ' theſe ; which is indeed a Nobler 
Scene of Wiſdom, by which Societies are condufted 
and maintained. But the chief a&s and inſtances 
of true Wiſdom, are once to form right Judgments 
of all things ; of their value, and of their ſolidity ; 
to form greatand noble thoughts of God, and juſt 
and proper, ones of our ſelves; to, know what we 
are. capable of and'fit for; to know what is the 
true.good and happineſs of Mankind, which makes 
Societies ſafe, and Nations flouriſh. , This is ſolid 
Wiſdom, that. is not miſ-led by falſe appearances, 
nor: impaled on by vulgar, opinions. This was the 
Wiſdom that fri{t. brought, men together, that ta- 
med and corrected their natures ; and eſtabliſhed 
all the art and good Government that was once 
in.the world ; but which has been almoſt totally 
defaced by. the arts of Robbery and Murder, the true 
names far Coxgqueſt; a ſpecious colour for the two 
worſt things that humane nature 1s capable of, 1z- 


Juſtice and Cruelty. Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom in groſs, is the forming true Prin- 
ciples, the laying good Schemes, the imploy- 
ing proper Inſtruments, and the chuſing fit ſea» 
ſons tor doing the belt and nobleſt things that can 
ariſe out of humane nature. "This is the defexce as 
well as the g/ory of Mankind : Wiſaum gives life to 
him that hath it , it isbeiter than ſtrenath, and better 
than weapons of war ; 1t1s, 1n one word, The Image of 
God, and the Lxcellency of Man. It is here called 
the Gift of God ; the leed of it is laid in our Nature, 


but there muſt be a proper diſpoſition of body, aright- 


figure of brain, and a due temper of blood to give 
it ſcope and materials. "Theſe mult alſo be cultiva- 
ted by an exact education; ſo that when al! theſe 
things are laid together, itis plain in how many re- 
ſpetts Wiſdom comes from God. There are alfo 
particular happy flights, and bright minutes, which 
open to men great Landskips, and givethem a fuller 
proſpe& of things, which do often ariſe out of no 
previous Meditations, or chain of houghe ; and rheſe 
are flaſhes of light from its Eternal ſource, which 
do often break in upon pure minds. They arenot En- 
thuſiaſms, nor extravagant pretenſions, but true views 
of things, which appear 1o plain and ſimple, that 
when they come to be examined, it may be juſtly 
thought that any one could have fallen upon them, 
and the ſimpleit are always the likeſt tro be the 
trueſt. Jn ſhor:, a pure mind 1s both better pre- 
pared for an enlightning from above, and more ca- 
pable of receiving it; the natural ſtrength of 
mind is awakened as well as recolletted ; falſe 
Biaſſes are removed; and let prophane minds 
laugh at it as much as they pleaſe, th-re is a ſe- 
cret commerce between God and the Souls of good 

men z 
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men: They feel the influences of Heaven , and 
become both the wiſer and the better for them :; 
Their thoughts become nobler as well as freer ; and 
no man isof ſo low a compoſition, but that with a 
great deal of goodneſs, anda due meaſure of appli- 
cation, he may become more capable of theſe, than 
any other that is on the ſame level with him, as to his 
natural powers, could ever grow to be, if corrupted 
with Vice and Defilement. 

Kyowledge comes next. "This is that which opens 
the mind, and fills it with great Notions; the 
viewing the Works of God even in a general ſur- 
vey , gives inſenſibly a greatneſs to the Soul. But 
the more extended and exact, the more minute and 
ſevere, the Enquiry be, the Soul grows to be 
thereby the more inlarged by the variety of Ob- 
ſervation that is made, either on the great Orbs 
and Wheels that have their firſt motion, as well 
as their Law of moving, from the Author of all ; 
or on the compoſition of Bodies, on the Regula- 
rities, as well as the Irregularities of Nature; and 
that Mimickry of its heat and motion that Artifi- 
cial Fires do produce and ſhew. This Knowledge 
goes into the Hiſtory of Paſt Times, and Remote 
Climates ; and with thoſe livelier Obſervations on 
Art and Nature, which give a pleaſant entertain- 
ment and amuſement to the mind, there are join- 
ed in ſome, the ſeverer ſtudies, the more laborious 
as well asthe leſs-pleaſant ſtudy of Languages, on 
deſign to underſtand the ſenſe, as well as the 


- diſcoveries of former Ages: and more particularly 


to lind out the true ſenle of the ſacred Writings, 
Theſe are all the ſeveral varieties of the mot uſe. 
ful parts of Knowledge ; and thele do ſpread over 

all 
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all the powers of the Soul of him that is capable 
of them, a ſort of nobleneſs; that makes him become 
thereby another kind of Creature than otherwi ſe 
he ever could have been : He has a larger ſize of Sou], 
and vaſter thoughts, that can meaſure the Spheres, 
and enter into the Theories of the Heavenly Bo- 
dies; that can obſerve the proportion of Lines, and 
Numbers, the compoſition and mixtures of the ſeve- 
ral forts of Beings. This World, this Life, and 
the mad Scene we are in, grow to be but little 
and incoriiderable things, to one of great views 
and noble Theories; and he who is upon t he true 
ſcent of real and uſeful Knowledg, has always 
ſome great thing or other in proſpe& ; new Scenes 
do open to him, and theſe draw after them Difſ- 
coveries, which are often made before, even thoſe 
who made them were either aware, or in expe- 
Ration of them : Theſe by an. endleſs Chain are 
ſtill pointing at, or leading into further Diſcove-- 
ries. In all thoſe, a man feels as ſenſibly, and di- 
ſtinguiſhes as plainly an improvement of the ſtrength 
and , compaſs of his powers, from the feeble- 
neſs which ignorance and ſloth bring upon them, 
as a man in health of Body can diſtinguiſh between 
the life and ſtrength which accompany it , and 
the flatneſs and Janguidneſs that Diſeaſes bring 
with them. Thisenlarges a Man.'s Empire over the 
Creation, and makes it more *ntirely ſubje& to 
him by the Engines it invents. to ſubdue and ma- 
nage it, by the diſſections 1n which it. is more 
to his view, and by the obſervation of 
what is profitable or hurtful in every part of it : 
from which he is led to correC&t the one ;_ and ex- 


alt the other. This leads him into the w— 
I. of 
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of the hidden Vertues that are in Plants and Mt- 
nerals ; this teaches him to purify theſe, from the 
Allays rhat are wrapped about them, and to im- 
prove them by other mixtures. In a word, this 
lets a man 1nto the Myſteries of Nature ? It gives 
hm Horh the Keys tat open it, and a Thread 
that will lead him further than he durſt promile 
himſclf at firſt, We can eaſily apprehend the 
ſurpriſing joy of one born blind, that after many 
years of darkneſs, ſhould be bleft with ſight, and 
the leaps and life of thought, that fuch a 
one ſhauld feel upon {» raviſhing a change; fo 
the new Regions into which a true Son of Know- 
ledge cnters, the new Objctts and the various 
ſhapes of them that do daily preſent themſelves 
to him, give his mind a flight, a raiſedneſs, and a 
refined.) joy, that is of anorher nature than all the 
[oft and bewitching Pleaſures of ſenſe. And tho 
the higheft reaches of knowledge do more <learly 
diſcover the weakneſs of our ſhort-{ighted powers, 
and ſhew us difficulties that gave us no paii be- 
fore, becauſe we did not apprehend them ; {o that in 
this teſpe&, he that increaſes knowledge , increaſes 
ſorrow: Yet it is a real pleaſure to a Searcher atter 
Truth, to be undeceived, to ſee how far he can 
bY, and where he muſt make his ſtops : It is true, 
ie finds he cannot compals all that he hath pro- 
pofed to himſelf, yet he is both in view of ir, 
and in the way to it, where he finds ſo many 
noble © Entertainments, that though he cannot 
"nd out the whole work of God , which the 


Eccleſ: 8. 19. my tells us, that though 4 wiſe #224 thinks 


e may know it, yet even he ſhnl nit 'be able 
50 fikd it our; yet he has this real ſatisfaQtion in 
| himſelf, 
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himſelf,, that he has greater Notions, ; nobler, Views, 
and finer. Apprehenlions then he -.could  have- ever 
fallen-upon in any. other mgthod of hte, | 

This &yowledge,though it may ſeem to be meerly the 
effe& ofthoughc,.,ot ,laboyy, ;and-induſtry, | yet. it! 1s, » 
really the gift of God. The ;capacity of,; our Powers, 
and the dilpolition of our Minds jare1n;, a great; mear 
ſure borg with us: The circumſtances and acqigents.of 
our lives depends ſo immediately; upon, Pxpyidence, 
that in, all theſe reſpets,, Knpwledge- comes, as leaſt . 
in the, preparations, tg is,” fromcGqdq; There rare: allo 1 
many happy apenings'ot thqughs;| which axiſe withs 
in the minds of the Searchars, attgr ity: toxphychthey 
did'not lead themſelves by apy, . previous ; inferences, 
or by the comparing of, things. tagether.-- That, 
which the Language ot; the Warld calls chapge, happy 
accidents, or goed , ſtars, but'is acconding-to: a more 
ſanQified diale&t Providence, has brought many won- 
derful ſecrets by.unlookt tor hits, to} the. knowledge 
of men. The uſe of the. Loadſtone, ' agd the ;extent> of 
ſight by Teleſcopes, beſides a, vaſt variety. of other 
things that might be named,;, were Andeeg ) the-ig- 
negate gifts of God. to. thoſe who rſh; ſell :ypoti 
them. And: the profoundeſt Inquiries into the greateſt 
myſteries of Nature, have and ſtill do own this; in fo 
particular a manner, that they affirm, i that things 
that in ſome hands, and at ſame timey are - ſucceſsful 
almoſt to a Prodigy, when; managed by, others with 
all poſble exaQtneſs do fail-in the effe&s of them: ſo 
totally, that the difference can be .reſolyed into 
a but a fecret dire&tion; and bleſſing of Pro» 
vidence. "© | 
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The third giſt that God beſtows on the Good man 
is joy, and how can it be otherwiſe, but that a good, a * 
wile and knowing Man, ſhould rejoyce both in God 
and in himſelf ; mn — the works and ways of 
God, andin feeling the Teſtimony of a good. Con- 
ſcience with himſelt. He is happy in the ſituation 6f 
his own mind, which he poſleſles in a calm contented 
evenues of Spirit. He has not the agitations of Paſſions, 
the ferment of Deſigns and Intereſts, nor the dif. 
orders of Appetite which darkeri the Mind, and create 
ro ir- many umaginery Troubles] as well as it encreafes 
the Senſe of the real Ones which ' may Iye upon ones 
Perſon or Aﬀairs. He rejoyces in God when he ſees 
ſo many ofthe hidden beauties of his Works, the won- 
derful fitneſsand contrivance, the curious diſpoſition, 
and the"'vaſt uſefulneſs of them,” to the general good 
of the whole.” '' Theſe things afford him fo: great'a 
variety of 'Thought, that - he can dwell long on 
that nobleexerciſe without flatneſs or wearineſs. He 
rejoyces in all:that* he does, his imployments are much 
diverſified, forthe newneſs of his diſcoveries which re- 
turhsoftcy,'--pives him: as often a newne(s 'of joy: 
His views Toit and his deſigns arc noble; even 
to know the works of God the better, and to render 
them the more uſeful to Mankind. He can diſcover 
in the 'molt'defpiſed Plant, and the” moſt contempti- 
ble Mineral that which-may allay the miſcries of hu- 
mane Life, and retider thukirndes of men"cafie' 2nd 
happy. : Now to one that loves Mankird, and. that 
adoresthe Author of our Nature, every thing 'that 
may tend to Celebrate his praiſes, and to ſweeten the 
lives of Mortals, affords a joy that is of an exalted 
and generous kind. If this at any time goes fo far 
as to make him a little too well pleaſed with the 
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diſcoveries he has made, and perhaps too nicely jealous 


of the honour of having done thoſe Services to the 
World, even this which is' the: chict and the moſt 


obſerved defet, that is much magnified by the ill-na- 


tured cenſures .of great Men, who! muſt fix on. 

' caa find nothing elſe, yet I ay even'this 
bows the Tulloeds off joy -which wiſdom and, know- 
ledge bring togood minds, they can give them fo ſen- 


. ſible a pleaſure,that, ircannot be at all times governed: 


and it xt breakout in any timein leſs decent inſtances, 
yet certainly thoſe who have. deſerved ſo highly of 
the Age in which.they have lived, and who have been 


'the Inttruments of fo much good to the World,r« c2ive 


a very..unworthy return, it the great ſervices they 
havedone Mankind do not cover any little impers 
tection, eſpecially when that isall the Allay that can 
be found in them, andthe only .inſtance of humage 
Frailty that has, appeared. in them, -- But. if the;joy 
that wiſdom and knowledge give, is of ſo. pure and 
ſo ſublime a Nature; there 4s yet another occaſion for 
joy, that far exceeds this : jtariſcs from their integrity 
and goodneſs which receives a vaſt acceſſion fromthis, 
that it is i». the fight of God, ſeen and. obſerved by 
him, who accepts of it now, and will in due time 
reward it. 'The terror of mind, and the confuſion of 
face that follows bad actions, and the calm of thought 
and chearfulne(s. of look that follows good ones, 
are ſuch.intallible indications of the ſuitableneſs: or 
unſuitablencls that is in theſe things to our- natures, 
that all the contempt with which Libertines may 
treat the Argument will never be able to overcome 
and alter the plain and ſimple ſenſe that Mankind 
agrees inupon this head. A good Man finds that 


_ he is acting according, to his nature, and to-the 
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beſt prineiples irt it,” that he-is living to! ſome ' gnod 
end, that he is an uſeful piece -of the World, and is 
a mean of - making both "himſelf and others 'wiſer 
and happier, greater and better. Theſe things ' give 
him a ſolid and laſting joy, and -when he dares ap- 
peal to © that *God to: whom He defires chiefly to 
approve hutſelf, *Who' kriows 1s Tntegrity and fees 
how thoroughly | good he is; even 4n his ſecreteſt 
Thoughts and Intentions,” he'does upon that ſcel a jo 
with in himſelf, thar'earrtes him through all the KIT. 
eulties of Life 3 and-miakes toft abdidents that' hap- 
pert t6#him pleaſant; ' and-allt the reſt 'ſupportable. 
"He? beheves - he*is in the + favour © of 'Go0d, (he 
hopes-ke' has ſome Title-tocit, 'from''the Promiſes of 
- God to him; and his grace'in him. He can fee Clouds 


"oather about Him and threaten a Storm, and though 


he" 'maybe*in- Eircuthyſtayces, ''that render. him 
'yery 4infit t5ſuffer nuchhard(hipz, yet hecan endure 
-and bear'all things, 'becauſe he believes all God's Pro- 


-miſes. -He may fornetimes fromthe ſevere Senſe that 


he has of his duty, be' too hard, and even injuſt to 


himſelf, and 'the ſeriouſneſs of his Temper may give 
"ſome harſher thoughts too \great\ occaſion, "to; raiſe 


difqurer within him ; but whenthe takes a full view 
of the infinite goodneſs of God,' of the extent of his 
Mercy,and of the riches of his Grace; he is forced to 
throw out any 'of' thoſe Impreſhions, 'which Melan- 
choly-may'be able to make upon him : andeven-thoſe 
when reflected on'in a truer light;though they might 
have a little' interrupted*his joy,” yet tend'to en» 
creaſe it, when by them he perceives, that true ſtrict- 


--neſs of prineiples that governs him, which makes him 


render of every thing 'rhat might ſeem ro, make the 


Jeaſt breach'upon his purity and' holineſs, even inthe 


{malleſt Matters, I 
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I will go no ' further upon my Text, nor will l 
enter upon the Reverſe of it, that is in the following 
words, but to the Sinner he giveth travel, to gather and 
to heapup, that he may give to him that is good before 
God. 'Theſe I leave to your Obſervation : . they are 
to0 _ to my ſubje&t to! be ſpoke to, upon 


this occaſion,: that leads me now to the melancholy 


part of this ſad Solemnity. 

I confeſsI enter upon it,with thejuſt Apprehenſions 
that it ought to raiſe in me :; L know I ought here to 
raiſe my-(tile a little,and torriumph upon the Honour 
that. belongs to Religion and Virtue,and that appeared 
ſo:eminently in a lite, which may be conſidered as a 
Pattern. of living: and a Pattern ſo, perfe&t, that it 
will perhaps ſem a little. too- far out of ſight,- too 


-muctrabove the-hopes, and by conſequence aboye 
- the Endeavours of any that might pretend to . draw 
after ſuch an Original : which muſt ever be reckoned 


amongſt-the Malter-pieccs even of that Great Hard 


that made it. Il might bere challenge the whole Tribe 


of Libertines to come and view the uſcfulneſs,as well as 
the Excellence of the Chriſtian Religion, in a Life 


- that was entirely -Dedicated to- it: and ſee what 


they can obje&t. I ought to call on all that were fo 
happy, as to know hira well, to obſerve his temper 


..and courſe of lite, and charge them to ſum up and 


lay together the; many. great and good things that 
they taw.in him, and jrom thence to remember al- 
ways to.how vaſt a Sublimity the Chriſtian, Reli- 
gion can raiſe a mind, that does, both thrpughly be- 


lieve itand-isentirely governed by it. L might herealſo 


call upthe Multitudes;the yaſl Multitudes of thoſe who 
have been.made both the wiſer and the cafier,the bet- 


- ter-and the-happuer.by his means 3 :bnt / that I might 


do 
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doall this with the more advantage,l ought to bring all 
at once into my memory, the many happy hours that 
in a courſe of nine and twenty years converſation 
have fallen to my own ſhare, which. were very fre- 
quent and free for above half that time : that have 
ſo often both humbled and raiſed'/me, by ſeeing how 


Exalted he was, and in that feeling more ſenſibly my 


own Nothing and Depreſlion, and which have always 
edified, and never once, nor in any one thing been 
uneaſie to me. When I remember how much I ſaw in 
him, and learned, or at leaſt might have learned 
from him 3 When refie@ on the gravity of his very 
Appearance, the elevation of his Thoughts and 
Dikourſes, the modeſty of his Temper, and the hu. 
mility of his whole Deportment, which might have 
ſerved to have forced the beſt thoughts even upon 
the worſt minds, when, I ſay, I bring all this together 
into my mind ; as I form upon 1t too bright an 
Idea to be eaſily received by ſuch as did not know 
him 3 ſo I am very fenſible that I cannot raiſe it, 
equal to the thoughts of ſuch as did. I know, the 
limits that cuſtom gives to Diſcourſes of this kind, 
and the hard Cenſures which commonly follow them : 
Theſe will not ſuffer me to ſay all I think; as I perceive 


1 cannot bring out into diſtin&t thoughts all that of 


which I have the imperfeCt hintsand ruder draughtsin 
my mind, which cannot think Equal to a Subject ſo 
far above my own level, I ſhall now theretore ſhew 
him-only in PerſpeCtive, and give a General, a very 
general View of him, reſerving to more leiſure and 
betrer opportunities, ' a farther and fuller account of 
him. 1 will becontent at preſent to ſay but a Little 
of him 3 but that Little will be ſo very much, that I 
malt expeCt that thoſe who do never intend toimitate 

any 
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any part of it, will be diſpleaſed with it all. I am 
reſolved to uſe great Reſerves ; and to manage a ten- 
derneſs, which how much ſoever it may melt me, 
ſaall not carry me beyond the ſtricteſt meaſures, ard 
I will ſtudy to keep as much within bounds, as he 
lived beyond them, 

I will fay nothing of the Stem from which he ſprang: 
that watered Garden, watered with the bleſſings and 
dew of Heaven,as well as fed with the beſt Portions of 
this life,that has produced ſo many noble Plants, and 
has ſtocked the moſt Families in theſe Kingdoms of 
any in our Age, Which has ſo fignally felt the 
offats of their humble and Chriſtian Motto, Ged's 
Providence is my Inheritance, He was the only Bro- 
ther of five, that had none of theſe Titles that ſound 
high in the World; but he procured one to him- 
ſelf, which without derogating from the dignity of 
Kings: muſt be acknowledged to be beyond their 
Prerogative. He had a great and noble Fortune 3 
but it waschiefly ſo to him, becauſe he had a great 
and noble Mind to imploy it to the beſt Uſes. He 
began early to ſhew both a Probity and a Capacity ; 
that promiſed great things: and he. paſſed through 
the Youthful parts of lite, with fo little of the Towth 
in bim, that in his travels while he was very young 
and wholly the Maſter of himſelf he ſeemed to be 
out of the reach of the diſorders, of that Age, and 
thoſe Countries through which he paſſed.He had a mo- 
deſty-and a purity laid ſo deepin his Nature,that thoſe 
who knew lum the earlieſt have often told- me, that 
even then Nature ſeemed entirely ſanftified in him. 
His piety received a vaſt encreaſe as he often owned to 
me from his Acquaintance with the great Primate of 
trelindthe never enoughadmired Uſter,whoas he was 

very 
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very particularly the Friend of the whole Family; ſo 
ſecing ſuch ' Seed-and 'beginnings in him, ſtudied to 
cultivate them with dne care. He ſer him chicfly to 
the Study of the Scriptures in their Origiual Languages, 
which he followed in a courſe of many Years,with ſo 
greatexatneſs he could have quoted: all remarka- 
ble Paſſages very readily in Hebrew: and he read the 
New Teſtament (o diligently in the Greet, that there 
never occurred to me an occaſion to mention any 


one paſſage of it, that he did not readily repeat in. 
that language. The uſe of this he' continued to the' 


laſt, for he could read it with other mens! Eyes; 
but the weakneſs of his ſight forced him to diſuſe the 
other, ſince he had none about” him-that could read 
it tohim. He had ſtudied the Scriptures to ſo: good 
purpoſe, and' with ſo: critical a ſtriftneſs, that few 
men whoſe Profeſſion oblige them chiefly to that 
ſort of learning have gone beyond him in. it : and 
he had fo'great a regard to that Sacred Book, that 
if any one in Diſcourſe had dropped any thing that 
gave him a clearer view of any paſlagein it, he re- 
ceived it with great pleaſure, he examined it accu- 
rately, and ifit was not uneaſie to him that offered 
it, he deſired to have it in writing. He had the pro. 
foundeſt Veneration for the great God of Heaven and 
Earth, that I have ever obſerved inany Perſon. The 
very Name of God was never mentioned by him with- 
out a Pauſe and a viſible ſtop in his Diſcourſe, in 
which one that knew him moſt particularly above 
twenty Years, has told me that he was ſo exaQ, that 
—_ not remember to have obſerved him -once to 
il in it. 
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He was moſt conſtant and ſerious in his ſecret Ad- 
dreffes to God ; and indeed it appeared to thoſe, 
who converſed moſt with him in his Enquiries in- 
to Nature, that his main deſign in that, on which 
as he had his own Eye moſt conſtantly, fo he 
took care to put others often in mind of it, was 
to raiſe in himſelf and others vaſter Thoughts 
of the Greatneſs and Glory, an:il of the Wif- 
dom and Goodneſs of God. This was ſo deep 
in his Thoughts, that he concludes the Ar- 
ticle of his Wi, which relates to that I/uſtrious 
Body, the Royal Society, in theſe Words, Wiſb- 
ing them alſo a happy ſucceſs in their laudable At- 
tempts, to diſcover the true Nature of the Works of 
God; and praying that they and all other Searchers 
into Phyſical Truths, may Cordially refer their At- 
tainments to the Glory of the Great Author of Na- 
ture, and to the Comfort of Mankind, As he was a 
very Devout Worſhipper of God, ſo he was a no 
leſs Devout Chriſtian. He had poſſeſſed himſelf 
with ſuch an amiable view of that Holy Religi- 
, on, ſeparated from either ſuperſtitious Praftices or 
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| the ſourne(s of Parties, that as he was fully per- 
f ſwaded of the Truth of it, and indeed wholly 
7 poſleſled with it, fo he rejoyced in every diſcovery 


; that Nature furniſhe him with, to Illuſtrateit, or to 
' take off the Objcftions againſt any part of it. He 
| always conſidered it as a Syſtem of Truths, which 
ought to purifie the Hearts, and govern the Lives 
of thoſe who profeſs itz he loved no Prattice 
that ſeemed to leſſen that, nor any Nicety that oc- 
calioned Diviſions amongſt Chriſtians. He thought 
pure and diſintereſſed Chriſtianity was fo Bright 
| and fo Glorious a thing, an he was much troubled 


at 
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at the Diſputes and Diviſions. which had' ariſen a- 
bout ſome lefler Matters, while the Great and the 
molt Important, as well as the moſt univerſally ac- 
knowledged Truths were by all ſides almoſt as ge- 
nerally neglefted as they were confclled. He had 
theretore deſigned, tho' fome Accidents did, upon 
great Conſilerations, divert him from ſettling it 
daring his Lite, but not from or:lering it by his 
Will, that a liberal Provitton ſhoul4 be made for 
one, who ſhould in a very tew well digeſte1 Ser- 
mons, every year, ſet forth the Truth of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion in general, without deſcending to 
the Subdiviſions among Chriſtians, and who ſhould 
be changed every Third year, that fo this Noble 
Study and Imployment might paſs through many 
Hands, by which means many might become Ma- 
ſters of the Argument. He was -at the Charge of 
the Tranſlation .and Impreſtion of the New Teſta- 
m-n: into the Malyar Language, which he ſent 0- 
ver all the Ez/t-I:-4ier. He gave a Noble Reward 
to him that Tranſlated Grotivs his incomparable 
Book of the Truth of the Chritian Religion into 
Aravick, and was at the Charge of a whole Im- 
p ellion, which he took care to order to be ſcatte- 
red in all the Countries where that Language is un- 
derſtood. He was reſolved to have carried on the 
Impreſſion of the New Teſtament in the Turk/ 
Language, but the Company thonght 1t became 
them to be: the doers of it, and (o ſuffered him on- 
ly to give a large ſhare towards 1t, He was at 700 /. 
Charge in the Edition of the [#iſþ Bible, which he 
ordered to be. diſtributed in Ireland; and he con- 
tributed liberally both to the Impreſſions of the 
Welhb Bible, and of the 1riſþ Bible for Scotland. He 
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gave during his Life 300 /. to advance the deſign 
of propagating the Chriſtian yrs, in America, 
and as ſoon as he heard that the Ezſt-India Com- 
pany were entertaining Propoſitions for the like 
deſign in the Eaſt, he preſently ſent 100 0. for a 
Beginning and an Example, but intended to carry 
it mach further, when it ſhould be ſet on foot to 
purpoſe. Thus was his Zeal lively and ette&ualin 
the greateſt and trueſt concerns of Religion; but 
he avoided to enter far into the unhappy Breaches 
that have ſo long weakened, as well as diſtracted 
Chriſtianity, any otherwiſe than to have a great a- 
verſion to all thoſe Opinions and Practices, that 
ſeemed to him to deſtroy Mora!ity and Charity, 
He had a molt particular zeal againſt all Severiries 
and Perſecutions upon the account of Religion. 1 
have ſellom obſerv'd him to ſpeak with more Heat 
and Indignation, than when that came in his way. 
He did throughly agree with the Doctrines of onr 
Church, and conform to our Worſhip 3 and heap- 
proved of the main of our Conſtitution, but he 
much lamented ſome abuſes that he thought re- 
mained ſtill among vs. He gave Eminent Inſtances 
of his value for the Clergy. Two of theſe I ſhall 
only mention. When he underſtood what a ſhare 
he had in Impropriations, he ordered very large 
Gitts to be made to the Incumbents in thoſe Pa- 
riſhes, and tothe Widows of ſuch as had died be- 
fore he had reſolved on this Charity. The Sums that, 
as I have been Informed, by one that was concern- 
ed in two Diſtributions that were made, amount- 
ed upon thoſe two Occaſions, to near 600 /. and 
another very liberal one is alſo ordered by his Will, 
but in an indefinite Sum, I ſuppoſe, by reaſon of the 
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reſent condition of Eſtates in Ireland : So plenti- 
ally did he ſupply thoſe who ſerved at the Altar, 
out of that which was once devoted to it, though 
it be now converted toa Temporal Eſtate. Another 
Inſtance of his ſence of the Sacred Fun&tions 
went much deeper. Soon after the Reſtoration 
in the Year Sixty, the great Miniſter of that time, 
preſſed him both by himſelf and by another, who 
was then likewiſe in a high Poſt, to enter into Or- 
ders. He did it not meerly out of a reſpect to.him 
and his Family, but chiefly out of his regard to the 
Church, that he thought would receive a great 
ſtrengthening, as well as a powerful Example from 
one, who, it he once entered into Holy Orders, 
would be quickly at the Top. This he told me 
made ſome Impreſiions on him. His mind was, even 
then at Three and thirty, fo intirely diſingaged 
from all the Projects and Concerns of this World, 
that as the proſpect of Dignity in the Church, conld 
not move him much, ſo the Probabilities of his do- 
ing good in it, was much the ſtronger Motive. Two 
things determined him againſt it 3 one was, That his 
having no other Intereſts, with relation to Religion, 
beſides thoſe of ſaving his own Soul, gave him, as 
he thought, a more unſuſpected Authority , in 
writing or acting on that (ide : He knew the pro- 
hane Crew fortified themſelves againſt all that was 
Gd by Men of our Profeſſion, with this, That it 
was their Trade, and that they were paid for it : 
He hoped therefore, that he might have the more 


- Influence, the leſs he ſhared in the Patrimony of 


the Church. But his main Reaſon was, That he 
had ſo high a ſenſe of the Obligations of the Pa- 
{toral care 3 and of ſuch as watch over thoſe Souls, 

which 
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which Chriſt purchaſed with his own blood, and for 
which they muſt give an Account, at the laſt and 
great day, that he durſt not undertake 1t, eſpecially 
not having felt within himſelf an ward zotion to 
it by the Holy Ghoſt ; and the firſt Queltion that 1s 
put to thoſe who come to be Inittated into the 
Service of the Church, relating to that Motion, hc 
who had not felt it, thought he durſt not 
make the ſteps leaſt otherwiſe he ſhould have 
lyed to the Holy Ghoſt: So ſolemnly and ſerioutly 
did he judge of Sacred Matters. He was con- 
ſtant tothe Church ; and went to no ſeparated Af- 
ſemblies, how charitably ſoever he might think of 
their Perſons, and how plentitully ſoever he might 
have relived their Neceſlities. He loved no narrow 
Thoughts, nor low or ſuperſtitious Opinions in Re- 
ligion, and therefore as he did not ſhut himſelt up 
within a Party, ſo neither did he ſhut any Party out 
from him. He had brought his Mind to ſuch a free- 
dom, that he was not apt to be impoſed on 3 and his 
Modeſty was ſuch, that he did not dictate to cthers 3 
but propoſed his own Senſe, with a due and decent 
diſtruſt 5 and was ever very ready to hearken to what 
was ſuggeſted to him by others, When he differed 
from any, he expteſled himſelf in fo humble and fo 
obliging a way, that he never treated Things or 
Perſons with negle&t, and I never heard that he 
offended apy one Perſon in his whole Lite by any 
part of his Deportment : For if at any time he ſaw 
cauſe to ſpeak roundly to any, it was never in Paſ- 
ſion, or with any reproachful or indecent Expreſ- 
ſions. And as he was careful to give thoſe who 
converſed with him, no Cauſe or Colour tor diſplea- 
ſure, ſo he was yet more careful of thole who were 
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abſent, never to ſpeak ill of any 3 in which he was 
the exafteſt Man I ever knew. If the Diſcourſe 
turn'd to be hard on any, he was preſently ſilent 5 
and if the Subject was too long dwelt on, he would 
at laſt interpoſe, and between Reproot and Ral- 
lery, divert It. 

He was exa&ly civil, rather to Ceremony 3 and 
though he felt his eaſine(s of acceſs, and the de- 
fires of many, all Strangers in particular, to be 
much with him, made great walts on his Time 3 
yet as he was ſevere 1n that, not to be denied when 
ne was at home, ſo he (aid he knew the Heart of 
a Stranger, and how much eaſed his own had been, 
while travelling, if admitted to the Converſation 
of thoſe he delired to ſee; theretore he thought 
his Obligation to Strangers, was more than bare 
Civility, it was a piece of Religious Charity in 
him. 

He had for almoſt Forty years, laboured under 
ſuch a ieebleneſs of Body, and ſuch lownels of 
Strength an4 Spirits, that it will appear a ſurprizing 
thing to imagine, how it was pollible for him to 
Read, to Meditate, to try Experiments, and to 
write as he did. He bore all his Infirmities, and 
{ome ſharp Pains, with the decency and ſubmiſſion 
that became a Chriſtian and a Philoſopher. He had 
about him all that unaffeted negle& of Pomp in 
Cloaths, Lodging, Furniture and Equipage, which 
azreed with his grave and ſerious courſe of Life. 
He was adviſed to a very ungrateful ſimplicity of 
Dietz which by all appearance was that which pre- 
lerved him to long beyond all Mens expettation ; 
this he obſerved ſo ſtrictly, that in a courſe of above 
Thirty years, he neither eat nor drank to gratifie 


the 


PEI! 


of the Honourable Robert Boyle. 31 


the Varieties of Appetite, but meerly to ſupport 
Nature; and was ſo regular in it, that he never 
once tranſgreſled the Rule, Meaſure, and Kind, 
that was preſcribed him. He had a feebleneſs in his 
Sight; his Eyes were ſo well uſed by him, thar it will 
be ealily imagined. he was very tender of them, 
and very apprehenſive of ſuch Diſtempers as might 
affett them. He did alſo imagine, that if ficknel(s 
obliged him to lie long a Bed, it might raiſe the 
Pains of the Stone in him to a degree that was above 
his weak Strength to bear; ſo that he feared that 
his laſt Minutes might be too hard tor him 3 and 
this was the Root o all the caution and apprehen- 
ſion that he was obſerved to live in. But as to 
Life it (elf, he had the juſt indifference to it, and 
the wearinels of it, that became (o true a Chriſtian. 
I mention theſe the rather, that I may have occa- 
fion to ſhew the Goodneſs of God to him, in the 
two things that he feared ; for his ſight began not to 
grow dimm above four Hours betore he died 3 
and when death came upon him, he had not been 
above Three hours a Bed, before it made an end 
of him, with ſo little uneafineſ;, that it was plain 
the Light went out, meerly for-want of Oil ro mam- 

tain the Flame, | 
But have looked too carly to this Con-luſton of 
his Life, yet beforeI can come at it, I find there 
is (till mach in my way. His Charity to thoſe that 
were in Want, and his Bounty to all Learned Men, 
that were put to wraſtle with Difficulties, were ſo 
very extraordinary, and ſo many did partake of 
them, that I may ſpend little time on this Article. 
Great Suamms went eaſily from him, without the 
Partialities of Sect, Country, or Relations 3 for he 
conli:lered 
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conſidered himſelf asa part of the Humane Nature, 
and as a Debtor to the whole Race of Men. He 
took care to do this ſo ſecretly, that even thoſe who 
knew all his other Concerns, could never find out 
what he did that way; and indeed he was ſo ſtrict 
to our Saviour's Precept, that except the Perſons | 
themſelves, or ſome one whom he truſted to convey 

it to them, no body ever knew how that great 
ſhare of his Eſtate, which went away invilibly, 
was diſtributed 3 even he himſelf kept no Account 
of it, for that he thought might fall into other 
hands. I ſpeak upon full knowledge on this Article, 
becauſe I had the honour to be often made uſe of by 
himin it. If thoſe that have fled hither from the Per- 
{ecutions of Frerce, or from the Calamities of Ireland, 
feel a ſenſible ſinking of their ſecret Supplies, with | 
which they were often furniſhed, without knowing 
from whence they came, they will conclude,that they 
have loſt not only a Parſe, but an Eſtate that went 
ſo very liberally among them, that I have reaſon to 
ſay, that for ſome years his Charity went beyond 
a Thouſand Pound a year. 

Here | thought to have gone to another Head, but 
the Relation he had, both in Nature and Grace, in 
living and dying, in friendſhip, and a likeneſs of 
Soul to another Perſon, forces me for a little while | 
to change my Subject. I have been reſtrain'd from 
it by fome of her Relations; but ſince I was not 
lo by her fſclf, I muſt give a little vent to Na- 
ture and to Fricnd{psz toalong Acquaintance and 
a vaſt Eſtezm. His Siſter and he were pleaſant in their 
Lives, and 1n their Death they were not divided ; 
for as he hved with her above Fourty years, ſo he 
did not outlive her above a Week. Both died from 
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the ſame Cauſe, Nature being quite ſpent in both. 
She lived the longeſt on the publickeſt Scene, ſhe made 
the greateſt Figure in all the Revolutions of theſe King- 
doms: for chore iſep Years, of any Woman of our 
Age. She imployed it all for doing good to others, in 
which ſhe laid out her Time, her Intereſt, and -her 
Eſtate, with the _ Zeal and the moſt Succeſs 
that I have ever known. She was indefatigable as 
well as dextrous init : and as her great Uaderffandiog, 
and the vaſt Eſteem ſhe was in, made all Perlons 1a 
their ſeveral turns of Greatneſs, deſire and value her 
Friendſhip; ſo ſhe gave her ſelf a clear Title to im- 
ploy her Intereſt with them for the Service of others, by 
this that ſhe never made any uſe of itto any End or De- 
ga of her own. She was contented with what ſhe 
had ; and though ſhe was twice ſtript of it, ſhe never 
moved on her own account, but was the general Inter- 
ceſſor for all Perſons of Merir, or in want : This had 
in her the better Grace, and was both more Chriſtian 
and more effeftual, becauſe it was not limited within 
any narrow Compals of Parties or Relations. When 
any Party was down, ſhe had Credit and Zeal enough 
to ſerve them, and ſhe imployed that ſo effeQually, 
that in the next Turn ſhe had a new ſtock of Credir, 
which ſhe laid out wholly in that Labour of Love, in 
which ſhe ſpent her Life: and though ſome particular 
Opinions nght ſhut her up ina divided Communion, 
yet her Soul was never of a Party : She divided her 
Charities and Friendſhips both, her Eſteem as well as 
her Bounty, with the trueſt Regard to Merit, and her 
own Obligations, without any Difference, made upon 
the Account of Opinion. 

She had with a vaſt Reach both of Knowledg and 
Apprehenſions, an rey Ay and Ru 
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of AcceÞ, a Humility that deſcended to the tmieaneſt 
Perſons and Concerns, an obligitig Kindnefs and Readi- 
neſs to adviſe rhoſe who had no occaſion for any fur- 
ther Aſſiſtance from her; and with all theſe and many 
more excellent Qualities, fhe had the deepeſt Senſe of 
Religion, and the moſt' conſtant turning of her 
Thouchrs atid Difcourſes that way, that has been per- 
haps in our Age. Such 4 Siffer became ſuch a Brother 
and it was but ſuitable to both their CharaQters, that 
they ſhoukd have improved the Relatioh tender which 
they were born, ' to the more exalted. add! agree. 
one of Fricyd. At any time a Nation may very i 
ſpare one ſuch ; but for both to go at once, and #t ſach 
a time, 15 too melancholly ' a Thought ; and n6twith- 
ſtinding the Decline of their Age, and 'the Wafte of 
their Strength, yet it has tdo much of Cloud HH it, to 
bear the being long dwelt on. Le Eo 
You have thus far ſeen, ha very few hitits, the fe- 
veral Sorts arid Inftahices of Goodnefs that appeared in 
this Life, Which has'now its Period ; that whichgives 
value and luſtre to rhern. all, was, that whatever he 
might be in the fight'of Men, how pure and 'fpotleſs 
{bever, thoſe who knew him the beſt, have rezſdn to 
'conclude,thathe was much'tnote > in'the ſight of God; 
for they had often Occaſiotis to diſcover new Inſtances 
of Goodneſs.in him ; and no'ſcret ill Inclinations did 
at any time ſhewthetſetves. 'He dft&ted nothing thar 
was flea or ſupetcilious. He'uſed no Methods 'to 
make Multitiides fun after hith, or deperid pon him, 
Þ never appeared that thete was any thing hid 'under 
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allthis appearance of 'Gobdtieſs, 'rhat'was'not truly'ſo. 


He hid both his_ Piety, and Charit) all'he could. He- 
Uved'1a the due Foods of Civility, nd Whuld'ne-. 


ter alſume*the Auttiority which 411 the World 'was 
; ready. 
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ready to pay him. He ſpokeof the Government even 
in Times which he diſliked, and upon occaſions which 
he ſpared not to condemn, with an exaQaeſs of reſpe&. 
He allowed himſelf a great deal of decent chearfulgeſs, 
ſo that he bad nothing of the moroſeneſs, to which Phi- 
loſophers think they have ſome right ; nor of the Aﬀe- 
Rations which Men of an extraordinary pitch of Nevo- 
tion go into, ſometimes, without being well aware of 
chem. He was, in a word, plainly and ſincerely in 
thelight-of-God, as well as in the view of Men, 4 good 
Man, even One of a Thouſand. 

That which comes next to be conſidered, is the ſhare 
that this /20od Man'had in thoſe Gifts of God, Wyſdeorw, 
Knowledge, and Joy. If Tſ{hould ſpeak of theſe, - with 
the copiouſneſs which the Subje& affords, I ſhauld go 
too far even for your Patience, tho'I have reaſon to be- 
heve it-would hold out very long on this Occaliond will 
only iname-things which may be enlarged. on more; fu]- 
1y-in another way. Heihad too unblemiſh'd ai candor 
tobe capable of thoſe Arts and PraQtices that a falle and 
deceitful 'World may call-Wiſdam. He could neither 
lie nor-equivocate ; but he.could well be filent, and by 
praQiſing that mych, he cover'd himſelf upan mary 
uneaſy Occafions. !He-made true Judgments. af Mien 
and Things. His Advices and Opinions were ;ſolid 
and! ſound ; -and if :Caution and Modeſty gave .too 
-Rrong a'Biaſs, /his Invention . was /fruitful to | ſuggeſt 


-go0d-Expedients. ' He had - great :Notions, of what 


'Humane Nature might-be brought to ; but ſince (he 
faw'Mandkind was not capable. of 'them, he.withdrew 
himſelf-carly From Afﬀairs and:Courts, notwithſtand- 
ing the Diſtinion' with. which he was always treated 
þy ourlate'Princes. .But- he had the Principles, of, an 
'Engliſh-man, as well as of a'Proteſtant, ——— in 
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him to be corrupted or cheated: out of them ; ' and: in 
theſe he ſtudied to fortify all that converſed: much 
with him, He had a very particular Sagacity in ob» 
ſerving what Men were fit for ;- and had ſo vaſt a 
Scheme of different Performances, that he could: ſoon 
furniſh every Man with Work that had leaſure and 
capacity for it ;. and as ſoon as he ſaw him engaged: in 
it, then a handſom Preſent was made to.enable him to 
g0 on with it, 

His Knowledg was of ſo vaſt an Extent, that if it 
were not for the variety of Vouchers in their ſeveral 
forts, I ſhould be afraid to fay all I know.. Hecarried 
the ſtudy of the Hebrew very far into the Rabbinical 
Writings, and the other Oriental Languages. He 
had read ſo much of the Fathers, that he. had formed 
out of it a clear Judgment of all the eminent Ones. 
He had'read a vaſt deal on the Scriptures, and had 
gone very nicely through the' whole Controverſies of 
Religion; and was a true Maſter in the whole Body 
of Divinity. ' He run the whole-Compaſs of the Ma- 
thematical Sciences ;. and thovgh-he did not ſet himſelf 
to ſpring new Game, .yet he knew even the abſtruſeſt 
Parts of Geometry. Geography inghe ſeyeral parts of 
it, that related to Navigation or Travelling, Hiſto- 
ry and Books of Travels were his Diverſions. He 
went very nicely throngh all the Parts, of Phyſick, 
only the tenderneſs.of his Nature made him leſs. able 
to endure the exatneſs of Anatomical DiſſeRions, 
eſpecially of living Animals, -chough he knew 
theſe to be the moſt 1nſtrufing :. But tor the Hiſtory 
of: Nature, Ancient and: Modern, of the ProduQions 
of all Countries, of the Virtues and Improvements of 
Plants,, of Oars and: Minerals, and all, the Varieties 
that are in them. in different Climates;; He was by 
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much, by very much, the readieft and the; penfeQeſt 
I ever knew, in the greateſt Compals, and, with the 
trueſt ExaQunels. This put him in the way, of ma- 
king all that vaſt variety of Experiments, beyond any 
Man, as far as we know, that ever lived. And in 
theſe, as he made a great progreſs in new Diſcoveries, 
ſo he uſed ſo nice a ſtrineſs, and delivered. them 
with ſo-ſcrupulous a Truth, . that. all who have exa- 
mined them, have found how ſafely the World may 
depend upon them. But his peculiar and favourite Stu- 
dy, was Chymiſtry ; in which he engaged with none 
of thoſe ravenous and amitious. Deſigns, that draw mas 
ny intothem. His Deſign was only to: find out Na- 
ture, to ſee into what Principles things might be re- 


ſolved, and of what they were compounded,, and to- 


prepare good: Medicaments for the Bodies: of Men. 
He ſpent neither his Time nor Fortune upon he ther 
purſuits of high Promiſes and Pretenſions.. .: 


ways kept himſelf withia rhe Compaſs | that. his 


Eſtate might well bear: And as he made Chymiſtry 
much the. better for his dealing in it, ſo he never 
made himſelf either the worſe or the poorer for it.. Ir 
was a. Charity ro others, as well as an Entertainmeat 
to himſelf, for the. Produce of it was:diſtributed by his 
Sifter,. and others, .into whoſe Hands he, put it... I 
will not here amuſe you. with a Liſt, of. his aſtoniſhing 
Knowledg, or of his great Performances this way. 
They are highly yalued. all che. World; over, and. his 
Name is.every where:mentioned with molt particular 


CharaQers of ReſpeQ.; Lwill conclude this: Article: 
with this, in whicn I appeal to all competent Tudges,. 


that few Men (if any) have been known to have made. 
ſo great a.Compaſs, and.to haye. been ſo exaQt in all the: 
Parts of, it as he. was.. | 
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” As for" Joy; ho had indeed norhing! of -Frolick and 
eviry 1n Him, - he had no Reliſh'for the . idle and/ ex- 
fravagant Madneſs of the Men of Pleaſure'; he did not 
waſte his Time, nor diſſipate his Spirits into fooliſh 
Mirth, but he pofſefled his own Soul in Patience, full 
of thar ſolid Joy which his Goodneſs as well as his 
Knowiedg afforded him 3 He who had neither Deſigns 
'nbr Pafftons,; was capable' of little Trouble from any 
Concertis of his own : He had about him all the Ten- 
dernefs.of good Nature, as well as all the Softneſs of 
Frientfhip, theſe pavethim a large ſhare of 'other Mens 
"Concertis ; for he hat aquick'ſenſe.of the Miſeries of 
Mankind. He/had alfo a teeble' Body, which needed to 
'Þt. took'sd to rhe more, [becauſe his Mind went faſter 
'thih 'thathis Body corild keep pace with it ; . yet his 
great 'Thoughts of God, and his Contemplation of this 
"Works, were'to him Sourcesof Joy, which could never 
"betxhauſted, The Senſe of this 'own Integrity, 'and 
"bf the Good. he found' it did, afforded him the trueſt 
(6f '#I'Pteafates, fince they gave him rhe certain !Pro- 
= of that Fulneſs of Foy, in the Sight of which he 
ived ſo long, and inthe Poſſeffion 6f 'which he now 
lives, and'{hall live forever ; ' and'this ſpent /and ex- 
'hatfted Body ſhall then put'ona-new'/Form;, and be 
' mzde'a fit Dwelling for that piite aridexalted Mind in 
the final Reſtitution. I paſs -over his Death, Tlooked 
at it ſome 'time ago, *þut'T cannot' bring- down my 
'Mititf from the elevating Thoughts that do now ariſe 
"'tnto;that depreffirg one of his' Death; IT muſt look -be- 
y youu it into theRegioasof Light and Glory, 'where 
e flow dwells. | I'S Cl 19g SS MIOMITIA I, 
| 'The only 'Thought that is. now before' me; is 
to' triutiph on the ' Behalf of: __ to make 
our due Boaſt of it, and to be*lifted np '(T had al- 
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moſt id provry "upon 'chis oocation © how thine = 
4nd How pure a thing thuſt that Religion bein it 1etf, 
which prodnced fo long'a Series of + great -Eliztts, 
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chorow the whole*Courſe of this ſhining Life ?.\Wihac 


af : 

h z thing would Mankitid become if we had many ſurh ? 
I And how little tited would "there be-of many Books 
$ writ for the Truth -and Exceltency» of our. Religion; 
5 if we had ntore ſuth Argutnents as this one Life has 
7 produced ? Such ſingle Inſtances have great Forve. «itn 


; theth; but wheti rhey ate ſovery Singlegheyloſemuch 
; of their Srrenprh'by this,' that rhey- ave aſcribed 20 
Sitipularity; zo fomething particular ig/ta dian's Hu- 
mour and Inclinations, that makes him riſe #bvov6e 
common Meaſures. It were a Monopoly for any Fa- 
mily or Sort of Men to ingroſs to themſelves the Ho- 
nour which ariſes from the Memory of fo great a 
Man. It is a Common not to be incloſed. Ir is large 
enough to make a whole Nation, as well asthe Age he 
lived in, look big and be happy : But above all it gives 
a new Strength, as well-as 1t-fets anew Pattern to-all 
that are ſincerely zealous for their Religion. It ſhews 
them in the ſimpleſt and moſt convincing of all. Ar- 
guments, what the Humane Nature'is capable of, and- 
what the Chriſtian-Religion can add to it, how far it 
can both exalt and reward it. Ido not ſay thateve- 
ry one is capable of all he grew to ; I am very ſenſible 
that few are ; nariis kveyy. ohe tynder equal Obligati-- 
ons : for the Service of the Univerſe, there muſt be a 
vaſt Diverſity in Mens Tempers, there being fo great 
a Variety of Neceſlities to be anſwered by them: but 
every Man in.every Imployment, and of every ſize of 
Soul, is capable of being in ſome Degrees good in- the 
fight of God; and-all fuch ſhall receive proportioned: 
Degrees of Wiſdom, Knowledg and Joy ; even though 
neither 
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neither their Goodnefs: nor :theſe, Accefſions toit, riſc 
up to the Meaſure of hin who was a while among us, 
indeed oxc of 6 thouſand, and is now but one of thoſe; rex 
thouſand times tex shovſand that are about the Throne, 
where he:is ſinging that Song which was his great Ki? 
tertainment:here, as it is his now endleſs Joy there ; 
ney 199" a thy _— — 7 Ab 
mihty ; and juſt and true are t ays, O King © 
— To follow him in the like Exerciſes _— A 
the ſure Way to be admitted to join-with him, in thoſe 
above; to which God. of his infinite Mercy bring us 
all in due time, through. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Ames, 


Amey. 


